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Help keep yours safe with  
the targeted protection of 
RECOMBITEK® Lyme vaccine.

Dogs take  
enough risks  
on their own.

Know the risk. 

Take the 
precaution.

Lyme disease is a painful, 
multi-system disorder caused by 
the spirochete bacteria Borrelia 

burgdorferi and transmitted by ticks.

If you answer yes to any of the following 
questions, your dog is at an increased risk: 

Dogs may be at  
risk of contracting 

Lyme disease. 

Help protect your dog 
from Lyme disease:

• Vaccinate your dog with RECOMBITEK® Lyme  
 vaccine, which helps block the transmission  
 of the spirochete that causes Lyme disease.

•  Apply a tick control product monthly.  

• Brush dogs frequently during tick season and 
 conduct thorough tick checks.

• If you find a tick attached, remove it promptly
 with tweezers and without crushing the tick. 
 Contact your veterinarian if you are concerned.

…and protect yourself:
• Avoid heavily wooded areas during tick season.

• Wear light-colored clothing to help you see 
 and remove ticks before they attach.

• Wear a long-sleeved shirt tucked into long 
 pants tucked into socks.

• Conduct frequent, full-body tick checks.

For more information, talk  
to your veterinarian.

•  Does your dog spend time in 
wooded or grassy areas?

•   Is your dog outdoors during warmer 
months, i.e., peak tick season?

•   Does your dog live in or visit  
such Lyme-endemic areas as  
the Northeast, Mid-Atlantic or  
upper Midwest? Merial is now part of Boehringer Ingelheim.
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In North America, the bacteria that causes Lyme 
disease is carried and spread by the Black-legged or 
Deer tick (Ixodes scapularis) and the Western 
Black-legged tick (I. pacificus). Both of these ticks 
are smaller than other species of ticks, which can 
make them even more difficult to detect.

A tick carrying the bacteria that causes Lyme disease 
can retain the infection throughout its life cycle  
and spread it to subsequent hosts, such as you or your 
dog. Usually, an infected tick must be attached 48 
hours before transmission occurs.4

A national threat Lyme disease Ticks
Lyme disease affects dogs differently, and some may 
not display any clinical signs at all. In other dogs, 
many cases start with limping, swelling in the lymph 
nodes and fever, and can progress to include loss 
of appetite and lethargy. It can also attack a dog’s 
joints and can be very painful. These signs may not 
begin to show up until two to six months after the 
dog has contracted the disease. Antibiotics can help 
treat the disease, but do not eliminate the organism. 
Lyme disease is a recurring condition that can strike 
again and again once a dog contracts it.1

There is no evidence that dogs can spread Lyme 
disease directly to their owners; however, dogs can 
bring infected ticks into the home or yard where the 
ticks may spread Lyme disease to people. According 
to the CDC, about 30,000 new human cases of 
Lyme disease are reported in the U.S. annually.2

The ticks that carry Lyme disease are widespread. 
In fact, according to the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC), Lyme disease is the most commonly reported 
tick-borne disease in the U.S. human population.5 
Lyme-positive dogs have been found in all 50 states.6

United States Canine Positive Lyme Results6Lyme Disease Transmitting Ticks3

Total reported positive results in 2015: 250,880
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Infection Risk:

High
Moderate
Low
No Data

1 out of 16 Dogs tested positive for Lyme 

Data sourced from Companion Animal Parasite Council 
parasite prevalence maps at http://www.capcvet.org
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